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Church of South India 
The Bishops’ Council
held at the Bishop Selvamony Retreat cum Youth Centre, Kanyakumari, from April 07 to 09, 2010.
Bishops Present :


Most Rev. S. Vasanthakumar, [Moderator], Rt. Rev. G. Devakadasham, Rt. Rev. Dr. M. Dorai, 
Rt. Rev. Dr. B. S. Devamoni, Rt. Rev. Dr. K. G. Daniel, Rt. Rev. Dr. P. Surya Prakash, 
Rt. Rev. J. Prabhakara Rao, Rt. Rev. Dr. John Stephen Sadananda, Rt. Rev. Dr. G. Dyvasirvatham, 
Rt. Rev. Thomas Samuel, Rt. Rev. D. Christopher Asir, Rt. Rev. T. Kanaga Prasad, Rt. Rev. Dr. G. Paul Vasantha Kumar, Rt. Rev. J. J. Christdoss, Rt. Rev. Dr. J. A. D. Jebachandran, Rt. Rev. Y. William and 
Rt. Rev. Dr. K. P. Kuruvilla.

Invitees Present :

Ar. M. M. Philip, General Secretary, C. S. I. Synod, Dr. J. Bennet Abraham, , Hony. Treasurer, C. S. I. Synod, Rev. Mrs. Nirmala Vasantha Kumar, Mrs. Soujanya Prabhakar, 
Mrs. Ramani Dyvasirvadam, Mrs. Vindya Surya Prakash, Mrs. Christina Devamani, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kuruvilla, Mrs. Elizabeth Daniel, Mrs. Christilda Christudoss, Mrs. Visithiral Jebachandran, Mrs. Lalitha Devakadasham, Mrs. Pushpa Sadananda, Mrs. Stuthigeetham, Mrs. Lily Thomas, Mrs. Lily Paul Vasanthakumar and Miss Cynthia Shobha Rani, General Secretary, C. S. I. Women’s Fellowship.

The Council of Bishops, of the Church of South India [C. S. I.], which met at the Bishop Selvamony Retreat cum Youth Centre, Kanyakumari, during April 07 to 09, 2010, discussed various issues related to the vision, mission and ministry of the Church. The meeting of the Council was hosted by the 
C. S. I. Kanyakumari Diocese under the leadership of the 
Rt. Rev. G. Devakadasham, Deputy Moderator, C. S. I. The meetings of the Bishops’ Council were presided over by Most. Rev.  S. Vasanthakumar, Moderator of the C. S. I. Seventeen Bishops from the four southern states, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh took part in all the deliberations. The General Secretary, C. S. I., Ar. M. M. Philip and the Hony. Treasurer, C. S. I., Dr. J. Bennet Abraham were also present. The spouses of the Bishops [Bishop Ammas] and the General Secretary of the C. S. I. Women’s Fellowship had separate sessions on Women’s concerns and activities. 
Episcopacy in the C. S. I. – a Revisit :

Though placed in a variety of contexts, the fundamental ministry is common to all the Bishops. The Council discussed, among other issues, the role and functioning of the Episcopacy in the C. S. I. The Council affirmed the institution of Episcopacy as historic in a constitutional form. The Bishop is looked upon as a spiritual leader, a symbol of unity, custodian of the Constitution, the administrative head and above all, a servant of the Servant Lord, Jesus Christ. However, in the light of the experience gained over the last sixty years, the Council felt that there is need for a re-definition and re-description of the Episcopal functions. While reiterating the responsibilities and functions of the Bishops, as prescribed in the C. S. I. Constitution, the Council felt that the role and functioning of the Bishop in the Diocese, as administrator, needs a fresh look.

The Council discussed several issues faced by the Bishops and decided to have further meetings at regional level periodically for sharing of concerns and experiences, for fellowship and mutual growth. 

Church of South India – Going Green :
In recognition of the Ecological involvement, the C. S. I. received the U. N. D. P. award in 2009. By including Environment Concerns in its constitution, it seeks to create awareness both at the Synod as well as the Diocesan level and thereby take care of God’s creation. 
The Church recognizes that ecological issues are not merely economic or technical, but spiritual at its core. Hence, we seek climate justice when we tackle with the pertinent issue of global warming. 

The C. S. I. encourages its members to involve themselves in rain water harvesting, planting trees, recharge ground water in order to mitigate global warming. The Bishops’ meeting also debated on several measures for promoting environmental activities. 
Dalit issues – Discrimination opposed :


The Council holds the view that minority rights should be honoured and no one should be discriminated on the basis of his / her religion. It is the fundamental right of every citizen to practice any religion on his / her own accord. Dalit Christians should receive all privileges, which are presently enjoyed, as in the case of other communities, like Sikh and Buddhist converts. The Bishops’ Council urged for a SC Christian Reservation Bill as per the recommendation of the Ranganatha Misra Commission to be tabled on the Lokha Sabha and get the same approved. 
Women’s Reservation Bill – A welcome step forward :

The Bishops’ Council wholeheartedly welcomed the Women’s Reservation Bill. It was opined that this was indeed a substantial and radical shift in Indian politics and that the bill would do justice to the rural and marginalized women who should be encouraged to be on the main stream of the nation. The Council endorsed the Bill and looked forward for further improvement so that participation of women in politics and life of the society would be more meaningful. 
The C. S. I. has reserved 25% representation for women and another 25% for youth in all its constituent bodies in the local area, Diocesan and Synod levels. The Women’s Fellowship of the C. S. I. has been involved in various activities taking the needs of the Church and society very seriously. Activities of ecological concerns, empowering women with bias to the marginalized, HIV / AIDS awareness programme, care and counselling for families and children are some of the programmes in which Women’s Fellowship is actively involved. It also provides legal guidance on women’s rights, networking with the Government and NGO organizations. 

Conclusion :

This council of Bishops contributed a great deal to strengthen the collegiality, friendship and co-operation among Bishops to be channels of renewal and transformation in the Church and Society. As Bishops, we are committed to the life of the Church, to the wider communities, in which we minister to the civil society as bridge builders, reconcilers and symbols of justice, peace and wholeness. 
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